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‘EDITING ANONYMOUS GREEK TRAGEDY".

PATRICK FINGLASS
UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, PROFESSOR

Some of the most fascinating fragments of Greek tragedy that have come down to us
are anonymous; and thanks to their anonymity are often unfairly neglected in favour of
other fragments to whom an author can be confidently assigned. This paper begins by
looking at some quite substantial fragments which have been largely ignored since
their publication, and argues that taking them into consideration gives us a fuller
picture of tragedy as a genre. It concludes by considering the category ‘anonymous
tragedy' more broadly, and argues that a true edition of anonymous tragedy should
include lines interpolated into the familiar plays: another set of anonymous texts

which, in part for want of a definite author, has tended to be undervalued.



